Jon F. Howe

Like a Velver Hurricane

for Flugelhorn & Liveglectronics
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Program Note

As a composer sometimes the music will inform me what the name of the piece should be and
sometimes I think of the title beforehand, Like a Velvet Hurricane is one of those latter cases.
When I was working Maggey Mangold, she told me that she was newer to the world of performing
with live electronics, but willing to dive in. It was her suggestion to use a flugelhorn instead of a
trumpet, which made me think of neo-noir inspired music. From there I imagined some hard-
boiled detective in a black and white atmosphere narrating the beginning of a film with the
opening line being, “She walked into my office like a velvet hurricane.”
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Perform ote

The first 30 seconds of the piece are record%played at the end of the work.
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nical Requirements

In order to perform this piece you will need the following:

1. A computer capable of running Max/MSP with the accompanying patch.

2. A microphone with some form of audio interface to connect to your computer and speakers.
3. A pair of stereo speakers.



written for Maggey Mangold

Like a Velvet hurricane

Rondo for Flugelhorn and Live Electronics Jon F. Howe (2024)
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