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Characters

Macha,	human	form	of	the	Morrígan/Narrator	of	the	Story

The	Crow,	animal	form	of	the	Morrígan/Irish	goddess	of	War,	Fate,	and	Death

Conchobar,	the	king	of	Ulster	and	the	uncle	of	Cú	Chulainn

Dechtire,	Conchobar’s	sister	and	Cú	Chulainn’s	mother

The	Men	of	Ulster,	various	notable	men	in	Ulster	who	�ght	to	raise	Setanta

Morann,	judge	of	Conchobar’s	court

Setanta,	son	of	Dechtire.	The	name	Cú	Chulainn	is	born	with

Culain,	the	smith

Cathbad,	the	chief	druid

Cú	Chulainn,	the	hound	of	Culain.	The	name	Setanta	is	given

Ferdiad,	Cú	Chulainn’s	brother	in	arms

Emer,	wife	of	Cú	Chulainn

King	Forgall,	king	of	Lusk	and	father	of	Emer
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Pronunciation	Guide

Irish	Name

Amergin

Cathbad

Conchobar

Connacht

Cú	Chulainn

Culain

Dechtire

Emain	Macha

Emer

Ferdiad

Fergus

Forgall

Lámfota

Lugh	Mac	Ethenn

Macha

Morann

Samildánach

Scáthach

Sencha

Setanta

Ulster

Phonetic	Pronunciation

A-vár-ghin

Kaf-fá

Kon-kor

Kon-nacht

Koo	Kul-len

Kul-len

Deck-tír-a

Ev-in	Ma-ka

Ay-ver

Fer-di-a

Fer-gus

For-gall

Láwm-fa-da

Loo	Mac	E-thenn

Ma-ka

More-ann

Sav-il-dáwn-ok

Scáw-thak

Shen-ka

Sháy-dawn-da

Ul-ster
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




















 























 


























  








 








 








 









 








 








 





  













- - - -ev ery man to wit ness what he called hon or’s price and he called the wild wo man, though found a




 

70
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      
 

    




 
  




 





















 
























 
























 








 
 

 






 











 








 








 








 








 








 








 





 








 







 








  













- -mo ther soon to be, while crows called o ver head. She bled and fought for













 



73






 
 

   
 

  



        



 






 


 









 












  



























      
















 









 





 









 








 









 



















     
















  
















- -breath: she screamed for ev ery man: “a mo ther bore each one of you:
















81
78





   

  


  




   





  



   







 








    




























   



















 















 

















    






















   












 









  





















































- - - -a mo ther you for got. When you are most in need, a mo ther’s pangs u


 

83







    



 



  





 

   







  

















   




























  

























 
 

 












  





























   






















   


























 






























  













 
 










- - - -pon you: let ev ery man of Ul ster wet his beard with la bor’s tears.”

   






95
89

 

 





     
  

     
    

  

 



 







 
 












 




















 
































  















-

-

- - - -

-

Conchobar

Con

(Kon

chobar

kor)

called a gain: “what is your name, wild wo man?

Macha

She an swered Ma

(Ma

cha,

ka),










96
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 
   

 
     

  
 



   



  



 





 





 


 







 































 
  














- -

-

-daugh ter of the Sea my name is Ma

(Ma

cha.

ka)

quasi	sprechstimme

You’ll ne’er for get me.




 






103




   

  
 

 


  
















 








  


  

 








  


  
 


















   

	parlando










- - - -

-

-

-

-

Moderato	misterioso 	=	76

Macha

Fif ty song birds Jew o ver E

(Ev

main

in

Ma

Ma

cha:

ka):

Fif ty birds








     
     


     




















  


  

 








  


  
 








  


  

 


















 

     

- -

-

-Jew o ver the keeps of Con

(Kon

chobar,

kor)

King of Ul ster, built on the hill where a










3

  
  




     


  



























  


  

 








  


  
 








  


  

 




















     

- -wild wo man once wept then bur dened with her name.

repeat	ad	lib,	asynchronously




repeat	ad	lib

5
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

  
 












 

  





  



   
 

 































Sing	the	following	text	on	any	pitch	or	pitches

in	the	Eb	pentatonic	series,	senza	misura.	

Change	pitches	freely.

Recitativo	(repeat	ad	lib)

Play	notes	in	Eb	pentatonic	series,	freely.	in	any	order,	duration,	or	octave,	ad	lib.	

repeat,	ad	lib,	asynchronously

repeat	ad	lib

repeat	ad	lib

7

7




  


   

   
 


   

 


    

















 


























































 

	parlando

- - - - - - -A cross the hills and val leys o ver streams and ditch es through the woods and marsh es un til a house, aon-cue
























11
11

    
        





  






 

























































 



























- - -lone, they found where each bird set foot sprung a wo man who hid and slipped a way.

 















15







 
         




     

 



















 






















































-

-

-

-

-And in the house they found Dech

(Deck

ti

tír

re,

ra)

an in fant in her arms.































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Once	in	Emain	Machaa	charioteer	sat	with	�fty	maids	and	wine	in	one	cup.	

They	called	her	Dechtire,	Conchobar’s	sister:

Dechtire,	Conchobar’s	chariot-driver,	she	who	bore	him	into	battle	from	behind	his	war	horses.

But	Dechtire	left	a	year	before	�fty	songbirds	Jew	over	Emain	Macha	�fty	birds	that	tore	and

feasted	on	its	growing	�elds:

�fty	birds	lay	siege	to	Emain	Macha	and	the	men	took	up	arms	to	chase	the	birds	away.
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

    
    





  
   




  






  

  





   


 





 
     

    


  


































  












 














Ensem.

Rubato	con	dolcezza (	=	ca.	88)

Macha

ShePiccolo	solo


 



 



  
 



  





 



 



  
     

   



 







 

  


 
  

 
  


   




 
















 













  












-

-

-

-

- -

-

named him Se

(Sháy

tan

dawn

ta

da)

or one who knows the way.

Dechtire

His fa ther came to her in Em

(Ev

ain

in














7
7



         



  



  



 



  
  

 
   



 

   














 










 

 






 


  










 
 

   

 



 

  































-

-

- - - - -Ma

Ma

cha

ka)

his fa ther came con cealed a year be fore: his fa ther, who the sto ries named




 




     








13




 



  







    

   
  

    




 

 
 

  


   






































 


 

 







 


 

    

 


 

 



   





  















Ensem.

-

-

-

- -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-Lugh

(Loo

mac

Mac

E

E

thenn,

thenn,

Lugh

Loo

Lám

Láwn

fo

fa

ta,

da,

Sa

Sav

mil

il

dà

dáwn

nach,

ok)

God of Ma ny Gifts

Eb	clarinet	solo

loco

 













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
        





  
 


   





 





















 





















 




  








































 












 
















































 





















  










  

Ensem.

- -wiel der of a Ja ming spear.

A	little	quicker 	=	ca.	96

Macha

Still, the
Horn	solo

 


















31
26


 







 
   



 


   




  

       
    




   



 





  
























 




 
 


 




  

















 






















 
























 

 








 




  

















Ensem.

- - - - - - - -mor tal men of Ul ster knew e ve ry child must be fos tered: e ven sons of di vine fa thers. So

Oboe	solo






 


32




        





   
     






   

  
 




























  

 



























  
  

















Ensem.

-

-

-

-

- -

-

they fought and pled for Se

(Shay

tan

dáwn

ta

da)

like star ving dogs:

Con	moto 	=	120

Men	of	Ulster

Con

(Kon

chobar,

kor)

let me teach him;




 

41
38




     


 


 














 

 

















  

 






  

  















  









   













  












	sub.

-

-

-

-

- - - -Con

(Kon

chobar,

kor)

let me keep him; Con

(Kon

chobar,

kor)

please, Con chobar, me, me,

Macha

un til the king de fea ted

 


42
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










    







 




 


     



 


     
   






















  













 


















- -

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

rit.

let a laugh ing Dech

(Deck

ti

tír

re

a)

set Se

(Shay

tan

dáwn

ta

da)

Rubato	con	dolcezza (	=	ca.	80–88)

in his arms. They would take the


  




49

46












 



  



 

 




  



  
 





    













 

 

  











-

-

-

-

-boy to E

(Ev

main

in

Ma

Ma

cha

ka)

and let its judge de

a	piacere

cide







  

51




       


          



  






 






 




 



















 













 
















 




  


















 
 



 
 



parlando










Ensem.

-

-

- - -

Recitativo:	Misterioso 	=	76

Macha

Mor

(More

ann

ann)

stared at six si lent men and a squir ming child at a sul len king.

dolce

Morann

‘Let

Brass Ensemble	continues











       








     



   


 







 



 







 








 







 



    



















 
 



 
 



-

-

- - -

-

Con

(Kon

chobar

kor)

who is kin lead him to a wor thy name. Let the po et Sen

(Shen

cha

ka)

teach him

5
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

        
  



  



   

 

  



 






 




 














 






 




   






 




 






 





  







  












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Meno	mosso 	=	ca.	122
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-
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Adagietto 	=	72
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-cour ti er the scream Me mor y struck Con

(Kon

chobar

kor)
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Allegro	moderato 	=	120
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“Good was the friend you robbed from me,”
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my mo ther’s son I wil al ways be.”

Macha

But the dru id did not
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Adagietto 	=	72

Macha

The years there af ter found three Jaws in the youth Cú
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for	what’s	a	son	to	a	hero?	What’s	worthier	than	war?	

What	mother	would	�ght	her	only	child’s	fortune	in	the	face	of	fated	glory?

Who’s	Setanta	to	this	story	–	every	man	of	Ireland	will	know	the	name	Cú	Chulainn.
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Recitativo (	=	ca.	72)

The ma ny hus bands of Ul ster, �nd ing these Jaws too, set to seek a wo man the wild one might
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Allegro	cappriccioso 	=	124
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sub.

- - -er of words than a ny weap on. It is not their name you need: it is yours all should
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know.
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
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    


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

 


  



 



 



 






























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- - -

Recitativo (	=	ca.	72)

If you went to bat tle but un blood ied from now to spring’s new
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
   





      
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












 

- - - - - - - -blos som, and un rest ed from sum mer’s end to then:

Adagio	misterioso 	=	66

If af ter you can best my fa ther’s champ i ons,
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 
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


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
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


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

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

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








 




- - - -I might �nd you a wor thy he ro; I might yet take you to hap pi ly

a	piacere

wed.”
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

 


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
  


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
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
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


sub.

-

-

- -

Macha

Cú

(Koo

Chu

Kul

lainn

len)

de clared dip ping his head to her:

Cú	Chulainn

“All you have

 






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  












 
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
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
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







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



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
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- - - -

-

- -com mand ed I as sent”

Macha

and E

(Ay

mer

ver)

an swered, chin held high,

Emer

“All that you have of ferred,
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

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
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
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
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
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
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	sub.







-I ac cept.”

Allegro	cappriccioso 	=	124

Macha

As they left,


  











121
117






   
 

    
   
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-
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a)

slapped his arm and begged his bro ther to un ra vel the rid dles their two minds wove. But
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would say no more than he knew now what it was to yield by way of one’s own want ing to
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- - - -bend a wil ling knee. He left For gall’s court grin ning, not know ing the dark King




  

131

   



  

 




 





  



 




  


 

 





  



 




 



 













 
















 










































 





















 















 





 













-trailed just be

a	piacere

hind.





135

27The	Tale	of	Cú	Chulainn	-	VII

Pe
rus

al 
Sc

ore





 
       





    
      

 
 


























 

























































- -

-

-

-

- -

-

- -

Misterioso 	=	108
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The	Tale	of	Cú	Chulainn	-	VIII

‘he	who	takes	his	arms	today	will	make	a	legend	who	lives	on	the	lips	of

storytellers	long	after	his	death,	but	his	heart	will	beat	in	brief:	make	no

warriors	until	tomorrow	if	they	mean	to	last	beyond	youth.’

28

But	Cú	Chulainn,	hearing	this,	ran	to	Conchobar	to	say	he	had	to	get	a	spear,	and	shield,	and	soon,	

for	Cathbad	said	great	men	would	take	up	arms	that	day	and	so,	smiling,	

Conchobar	gifted	him	his	own	blades.

Later	Cathbad	said	to	Conchobar,	watching	Cú	Chulainn	batter	the	boy’s	battalion	on	the	practice-�eld:	

the	Hound’s	mother	may	mourn	with	a	fury	we	ought	fear.	

Conchobar,	confused,	drew	from	him	the	bloody	omission	his	beloved	nephew	made.
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29The	Tale	of	Cú	Chulainn	-	VIII

But	all	the	while,	Forgall	moved	disguised	in	the	halls	of	Emain	Macha.	

Emer’s	father	trickled	quiet	counsel	into	the	ears	of	Northern	king	and	druid	wise:	he	said	

“Send	the	boy	to	Scathach’s	isle.	Send	the	reckless	child	across	the	sea,”	

and	when	Cú	Chulainn’s	kin	wavered,	he	said	

“Cruel	and	wild	she	may	be,	no	blood	of	Conchobar’s	could	be	bested	by	a	woman’s	hand.	

Send	the	boy	to	Scathach’s	side.	Let	her	make	him	a	man	worthy	of	his	name.”

Conchobar	and	Cathbad	dismissed	this	strange,	shadowed	man	but	looked	once	at	one	another,	considering	his	plan.

In	the	end	they	sent	Cú	Chulainn	with	Ferdiad	to	Scathach	to	battle	one	another	on	her	training	grounds	–	and	where	the

warrior	woman	taught	Cú	Chulainn	sweeping	strokes	and	how	to	dye	his	straight	sword	red,	

but	despite	her	fearsome	strength	she	could	draw	no	blood	from	the	boy	who,	with	Ferdiad,	forged	men	of	each	other.	

Forgall

Macha
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30 The	Tale	of	Cú	Chulainn	-	VIII

For	near	a	year,	Cú	Chulainn	wondered	about	Emer	while	Forgall	arranged	another	to	take	her	hand.	

After	near	a	year,	the	brothers	sailed	to	�nd	word	of	her	looming	wedding	waiting	upon	Jowering	land.	

Cú	Chulainn	rode	at	once	to	Forgall’s	gardens,	where	the	gates	were	drawn	and	the	grinning	king’s	champions	waited	in

ranks	of	nine.	Cú	Chulainn	did	not	falter:	he	swept	his	blade	through	eight	of	each	set	as	Scathach	taught	him

and	soaked	the	stoop	in	gore.	To	those	left	shaking	behind	their	shields,	he	said:

The	trembling	few	let	him	through	to	where	Emer	waited	and	Forgall,

fearing	the	fearsome	man	forged	by	his	own	hand,	Jed	along	the	ramparts

far	away,	where	he	could	not	see	the	Hound	carry	his	daughter	off	to	wed	in
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
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
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
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









 
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














 

  




 



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

 
       







    



      






   

 
 















 




 

 














   











 






   









 

- - - - - - -

Macha

And for ev ery man

Marcia	moderato 	=	92

who fell, a no ther wait

quasi

spoken

ed

sung

For ev ery spear he threw a no ther

 



 






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





     




  





  








   
        

 
  

    
 


  



   



 
 















- - - - - -found him For ev ery shield he shat tered an ar row land ed un til a crow perched on his shoul der


   











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  


       




  



 
   



   



  









 
















 













  

    
 

  





   



 
 











   












Ensem.

- - - - -A stone stood on the bat tle �eld No glo ry wait ed on war wet grass: no

Flutes

  














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         







 


 

 
      






  





 

  

 








 






   



 



   











 










  




 


  

 


  






  




 


  

 


  














       

	distant

Ensem.

- - - - - -leg end went while wail ing on his mud died back.

quasi	sprechstimme

The	Crows

Blood ied Cú,

(Koo),

blood ied hound,

sung

Macha

held his en trails in his hand, and

Timpani

    
















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   




    
   

 


 


   
  




 









  

 








 



  
 








































- - - - - -stag gered to wards the loom ing stone.

quasi	sprechstimme

The	Crows

Blood ied Cú,

(Koo),

blood ied hound,

sung

Macha

took his � nal

a	piacere

stand.
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
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
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 












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




 
         





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
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

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

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


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 
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

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

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

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








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
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


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



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
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
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




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
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


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














































Ensem.

Horn	soli
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
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


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
















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



Ensem.

- - -

Macha

Blood ied Cú,

(Koo),

blood ied hound, took his � nal

a	piacere

stand.

Percussion
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