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Characters

Macha, human form of the Morrigan/Narrator of the Story

The Crow, animal form of the Morrigan/Irish goddess of War, Fate, and Death
Conchobar, the king of Ulster and the uncle of Ca Chulainn

Dechtire, Conchobar’s sister and Ct Chulainn’s mother

The Men of Ulster, various notable men in Ulster who fight to raise Setanta
Morann, judge of Conchobar’s court

Setanta, son of Dechtire. The name CG Chulainn is born with

Culain, the smith

Cathbad, the chief druid @

Cu Chulainn, the hound of Culain. The name Se &is given

Ferdiad, Cta Chulainn’s brother in arms 6

Emer, wife of Cti Chulainn

King Forgall, king of Lusk and father of@()



Pronunciation Guide

Irish Name Phonetic Pronunciation
Amergin A-var-ghin
Cathbad Kaf-fa
Conchobar Kon-kor
Connacht Kon-nacht

Ca Chulainn Koo Kul-len
Culain Kul-len

Dechtire Deck-tir-a
Emain Macha Ev-in Ma&
Emer Ay-ver

Ferdiad Fer-da

Fergus r@

Forgall E

Lamfota Jygn-fa-da
Lugh Mac Ethenn Loo Mac E-thenn
Macha a-ka

Morann @ More-ann
Samild4anach @ Sav-il-dawn-ok

Scathach Scaw-thak
Sencha Shen-ka
Setanta & Shay-dawn-da
UlsterQQ

Ul-ster
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The Tale of Ct Chulainn - II 9
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But Ca Chulainn, hearing this, ran to Conchobar to say he had to get a spear, and shield, and soon,

for Cathbad said great men would take up arms that day and so, smiling,

Conchobar gifted him his own blades.

Later Cathbad said to Conchobar, watching Ct Chulainn batter the boy’s battalion on the practice-field:
the Hound’s mother may mourn with a fury we ought fear.
Conchobar, confused, drew from him the bloody omission his beloved nephew made.
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Freely, as before ———————————————» For near a year, Ctt Chulainn wondered about Emer while Forgall arranged another to take her hand.
After near a year, the brothers sailed to find word of her looming wedding waiting upon flowering land.
Ca Chulainn rode at once to Forgall’s gardens, where the gates were drawn and the grinning king’s champions waited in

ranks of nine. Ct Chulainn did not falter: he swept his blade through eight of each set as Scathach taught him
and soaked the stoop in gore. To those left shaking behind their shields, he said:
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