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Program Note

Ever since it was first introduced to me as an undergrad, I have been enamored with Britten’s Serenade for
Tenor, Horn, and Strings. The interweaving of a concerto and song cycle was really appealing to me and I always
wanted to compose my own take on this hybrid form. In addition, I wanted to create a composition that was
more approachable for college-level performers alongside professionals, given the virtuosic nature of Britten’s
composition.

Drawing inspiration from the horn’s origins as a hunting instrument, I have set six poems concerning nature
and the natural cycle, both in its beauty and brevity. This song cycle follows the story of a huntsman traveling
into the woods and contemplating the shortness of life, moving from more jovial passages to darker and more

introspective moments. Paying homage to Britten’s composition, the solo horn is first heard offstage, invoking the
hunt. In this solo, the horn presents two motifs that are interwoven throughout the subsequent movements.

o

Performance Notes %()
The horn starts offstage for the first movement b est of the orchestra onstage from the second

joins t.
movement onward.

All stopped passages on the horn should be hand®s#opped.

Echo is an expressive marking, not a refer:@e Echo Horn technique

Hairpin gestures are intended to sha;{

ase through slight crescendos and decrescendos, unless otherwise
noted.

Accidentals carry through to of ghe measure in which they appear.
All harmonics are natural h nics.

Triangle fermatas should be shorter in length than the standard fermata.
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Texts

1. The Huntsman’s Call (Solo Offstage Horn)

2. Hunting-Song
Hunting-Song

By Richard Hovey (1864-1900) & Bliss Carman (1861-1929)

Oh, who would stay indoor, indoor,
When the horn is on the hill?
With the crisp air stinging, and the huntsmen singing,

And a ten-tined buck to kill!

Before the sun goes down, goes down,
We shall slay the buck of ten;
And the priest shall say benison, and we shall ha’e venison,

When we come home again.

Let him that loves his ease, his eas&&z

Keep close and house him fair;

He'll still be a stranger to the m@rill of danger

And the joy of the open air.

But he that loves the
Let him come out to-d
For the horses are ne

And the hunt’s up,

from Richard

Tragedy @
3. Pastoral @

Spring, the sweet spring
By Thomas Nashe (1567- 60@

the year’s pleasant

Spring, the sweet spr’

king,

Then blooms each thing, then maids dance in a

ring,

Cold doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing:
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The palm and may make country houses gay,

Lambs frisk and play, the shepherds pipe all

day,

And we hear aye birds tune this merry lay:
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo!

The fields breathe sweet, the daisies kiss our
feet,
Young lovers meet, old wives a-sunning sit,
In every street these tunes our ears do greet:
Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to witta-woo!
Spring, the sweet spring!

from the play Summer’s Last Will and
Testament (1592)

Q

S, S,

'ﬁd the hounds are baying,

incomplete play King Arthur: A

4. Arrowsong
The Arrow and the Song
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

I shot an arrow into the air,

It fell to earth, I knew not where;
For, so swiftly it flew, the sight
Could not follow it in its flight.

I breathed a song into the air,

It fell to earth, I knew not where;

For who has sight so keen and strong,
That it can follow the flight of song?

Long, long afterward, in an oak
I found the arrow, still unbroke;
And the song, from beginning to end,
I found again in the heart of a friend.

from The Belfry of Bruges and Other Poems
(1845)



5. Evensong
To Daffodils
By Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

Fair Daffodils, we weep to see
You haste away so soon;

As yet the early-rising sun
Has not attain’d his noon.

Stay, stay,

Until the hasting day

Has run

But to the even-song;

And, having pray’d together, we
Will go with you along.

We have short time to stay, as you,
We have as short a spring;

As quick a growth to meet decay,
As you, or anything.

We die

As your hours do, and dry

Away,

Like to the summer’s rain;

Or as the pearls of morning’s dew,
Ne’er to be found again.

Divine (1648)

from Hesperides: Or, the Works Both H. uma&

%e (Tenor and Strings)

8. Sonnet
On the Departure of t
By Charlotte Smith (

Sweet poet of the woods, a [0ng adieu!
Farewell soft minstrel of the early year!
Ah! ’twill be long ere thou shalt sing anew,
And pour thy music on the night’s dull ear.
Whether on spring thy wandering flights await,
Or whether silent in our groves you dwell,
The pensive muse shall own thee for her mate,
And still protect the song she loves so well.
With cautious step the love-lorn youth shall glide

Through the lone brake that shades thy mossy nest

And shepherd girls from eyes profane shall hide
The gentle bird who sings of pity best:

For still thy voice shall soft affections move,

And still be dear to sorrow and to love!

first published in Elegiac Sonnets (1784)

iv
6. Dirge

Dirge in Woods
By George Meredith (1828-1909)

A wind sways the pines,
And below
Not a breath of wild air;
Still as the mosses that glow
On the flooring and over the lines
Of the roots here and there.
The pine-tree drops its dead;
They are quiet, as under the sea.
Overhead, overhead
Rushes life in a race,
As the clouds the clouds chase;
And we go,
And we d ¢ the fruits of the tree,
Ev,
E S0.

@ lished in Poems and Ballads of
ife (1887)

9. The Huntsman’s Farewell (Tenor and Horn)
The Arrow and the Song (Reprise)
By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

And the song, from beginning to end,
I found again in the heart of a friend.
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Thomas Nashe

Adagio cantabile J=66

The Huntsman’s Call - Pastoral

I11. Pastoral
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IX. The Huntman’s Farewell
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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