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Program Note

As an American composer, especially one born and raised in New England, It feels like setting
text by American poet Emily Dickinson is a rite of passage. Tales of the Amherst Troubadour is a
short song cycle setting three of Dickinson’s poems. For each song, I wanted to try composing in
the style of three different movements within music history. The Soul, due to its darker material,
was written in a borderline post-tonal style common in the early 20th century. Summer Shower
was written in an Impressionist-influenced style. A Liquor Never Brewed draws upon Romantic
era lieder in its compositional approach.

This song cycle was written for Daniel Caramante and Brendon Lewis, who premiered the work

at the URI New Music Concert on December 8, 2018 with piano accompaniment by Peter

Kelmelis.

All of the text used in this compgsi

@s in the public domain.
%ummer Shower

The Soul has Bandaged moments - (360)
The Soul has Bandaged moments -
When too appalled to stir -

She feels some ghastly Fright come up &

And stop to look at her -

Salute her, with long fingers -
Caress her freezing hair -

Sip, Goblin, from the very lips &

The Lover - hovered - o’er -
Unworthy, that a thought ean
Accost a Theme - so - fair -

The soul has moments of escape -
When bursting all the doors -
She dances like a Bomb, abroad,
And swings opon the Hours,

As do the Bee - delirious borne -
Long Dungeoned from his Rose -
Touch Liberty - then know no more -
But Noon, and Paradise

The Soul’s retaken moments -
When, Felon led along,

With shackles on the plumed feet,
And staples, in the song,

The Horror welcomes her, again,
These, are not brayed of Tongue -

@
o

A drop fell on the apple tree,
Another on the roof;

A half a dozen kissed the eaves,
And made the gables laugh.

A few went out to help the brook,
That went to help the sea.

Myself conjectured, Were they pearls,
What necklaces could be!

The dust replaced in hoisted roads,
The birds jocoser sung;

The sunshine threw his hat away,
The orchards spangles hung.

The breezes brought dejected lutes,
And bathed them in the glee;

The East put out a single flag,

And signed the fete away.

*The italicized portion is not used in this
composition, but presented for preservation of
the entire poem.



I taste a liquor never brewed (214)
I taste a liquor never brewed,

From tankards scooped in pearl;

Not all the vats upon the Rhine
Yield such an alcohol!

Inebriate of air am I,

And debauchee of dew,

Reeling, through endless summer days,
From inns of molten blue.

When landlords turn the drunken bee
Out of the foxglove’s door,

When butterflies renounce their drams,
I shall but drink the more!

Till seraphs swing their snowy hats,
And saints to windows run,
To see the little tippler
Leaning against the sun!

QQ)

s

N
3

N

i



Written for Daniel Caramante and Brendon Lewis

Gales of the Amberst Groubadour

Emily Dickinson Three Dickinson Songs for Two Treble Voices and Piano Jon F. Howe (2018)
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - The Soul
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - The Soul
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5 Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - The Soul
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - Summer Shower

I1I. Summer Shower
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - Summer Shower
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - Summer Shower
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11 Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - Summer Shower
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Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - A Liquor Never Brewed
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15 Tales of the Amherst Troubadour - A Liquor Never Brewed
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